
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 
 

Green Light for Thurles 

Housing Project 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Thurles Lions Trust Housing Association 

CLG received tremendous news when their 

proposal to acquire Monastery Close, an 

existing housing development of one and 

two bedroomed apartments and bungalows, 

in Thurles was approved by Minister for 

Housing Eoghan Murphy T.D. when he 

announced €3 million of funding for the 

acquisition. Constructed in 2010 to the 

highest of standards, it is hoped to have the 

acquisition finalised and the 15 vacant 

properties occupied by the end of this year. 

The properties will be made available to one 

and two-person households in need of 

housing accommodation. 

 

 

Thurles Lions Trust is an Approved Housing 

Body operating in Thurles. Since the 

establishment of the company in 2001 and 

working closely with Tipperary County 

Council, it has provided a total of 29 social 

housing properties in the town to date.  

While the company was founded by Thurles 

Lions Club, who raised €250,000 for its 

foundation, today it operates closely with but 

independently of Thurles Lions Club under a 

separate Board of Directors. Lion Matthew 

Bourke House, the first development by the 

company, provides accommodation for 14 

adults at risk of homelessness and/or with 

intellectual/mental disabilities. 

Thurles Lions Trust is also advancing 

another social housing initiative in the town, 

having recently lodged a planning 

application for 19 apartments and a 

community centre to be delivered through a 

combination of the refurbishment of an 

historic building in the town together with 

new build. This development will be known 

as The Stanwix Village. The Stanwix Village 
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will also provide a permanent home for ‘The 

Blue Door’, which is an initiative of the 

Thurles Lions Club, and will provide a warm 

and welcoming location for those who, 

because of a crisis or issue in their lives, may 

need someone to talk to. It is anticipated that 

The Stanwix Village will be available for 

occupation in the summer of 2020. 

In addition to the two current Thurles 

projects, Thurles Lions Trust is working 

closely with Roscrea Lions Club with a view 

to advancing a housing initiative in Roscrea 

that will, on completion, be managed by 

Roscrea Lions Club in partnership with 

them. 

 

 

The current housing crisis, that is impacting 

so negatively on so many in every village, 

town and city across the country, requires 

coordinated responses from all agencies with 

a housing remit. The crisis requires multiple 

solutions. Much can be achieved by small 

locally based Approved Housing Bodies, 

such as Thurles Lions Trust, to deliver 

housing solutions and housing options in 

their areas. Such groups are best placed, 

given their local knowledge and commitment 

to their communities, to identify what will 

potentially work for their area and to pursue 

it to delivery on the ground. Thurles Lions 

Trust, delivering on the Lions ethos of 

“service to the community” and continuing 

to work closely with Tipperary County 

Council, will continue to plan for and deliver 

such housing solutions in Thurles and the 

wider Tipperary area. 

 

 

 

Lions Collect at Tesco 

 

 
 

 

Lions Club members were out in force at 

Tesco stores all over the country last 

weekend for the annual Lions Bucket 

Collection. 

 

Clubs, including Leitrim (pictured) reported 

an enthusiastic and generous response from 

Tesco shoppers. 

 

The funds collected will be devoted to a 

wide array of Lions Clubs projects. 

 

From District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue 

 

Three Clubs- Three Experiences 

 
Over the course of the last week I have had 

the opportunity of travelling north to Co 

Down visiting Lions Clubs in Newcastle and 

Downpatrick and on my return south visiting 

Ashbourne. In the course of a few days I 



enjoyed the outstanding Mourne Mountains 

and great friendship and fellowship with 

Lions in the three clubs. From each of the 

Club visits I came away with a series of 

examples of Lions delivering on our 

commitment ‘We Serve’ 

 
My first story has its origins with the 

Grenfell Towers fire in June 2017, where 72 

people died when fire engulfed the 24-story 

building. Like all of us, Newcastle Lions 

were horrified as they watched the images 

and decided to act. They secured the 

necessary permits and carried out a street 

collection in the town. The people of 

Newcastle responded generously and almost 

£1,250 was raised.  

Newcastle Lions wished to ensure that the 

donation was channeled through Lions and 

decided to support the project of the Fairlop 

Leo Club in East London. This Leo Club, 

with an age range 12-16, were appalled with 

the loss of life and huge destruction disaster. 

They decided to take action and focused on 

the school going children –who had lost 

school bags, books, as well as their schools.  

They decided to seek to replace the bags, 

books etc. to ensure that this burden would 

be lifted from parents and children.   

 

The Fairlop Leo project consisted of 3 parts  

• Providing every school going child 

with a new filled rucksack -394 in 

total 

• Providing toys, books to nurseries in 

the area 

• Supplying 1,000 text and fiction books 

to secondary pupils.  

 

The funds raised by Newcastle Lions 

enabled the Leos to complete the final stage 

of supplying books to secondary pupils, 

which included a flyleaf recognizing the 

contribution of Newcastle Lions Club. 

 

It was my honour to present a Certificate of 

Appreciation from the Leos to President Dan 

O’Reilly and the Newcastle Club. 

 

This story is not finished. Newcastle Lions 

are working on a linked project for early 

2019, but this is their story to tell, when their 

plans are finalised. The Fairlop Leos have 

been awarded a Leo grant from LCIF – the 

first in the UK- and will create a sensory 

garden and time out area for young people 

with autism. 

 

The second part of my story relates to being 

invited by President, PDG Sean Carvill to 

attend both the directors meeting and the 

club meeting of Downpatrick Lions Club. 

Sean who is serving his 4th terms as club 

president, also encouraged Elaine, who had 

travelled with me on this occasion, to also 

attend both meetings. We both enjoyed and 

were enthused by the meetings. Of particular 

interest to me as DG was the approval of the 

terms of reference for a team led by Lion 

Andrew to carry out a Club Strategic 

Planning Project.  

 

It was also encouraging to hear the very 

positive feedback from the club in relation to 

the Armagh Area Convention, which was 

attended by six Club members. The Club has 

agreed in principle to support a District 133 

Ireland four-year commitment to support the 

Children’s Safe Area in the Syrian Refugee 



camp in Lebanon. The club also decided to 

make an immediate response to the LCIF 

Indonesian Disaster with a donation of £500 

and I accepted a cheque from club president 

Sean Carvill. 

 

 
 

During my visit to Ashbourne and District 

Lions Club I had the opportunity to present a 

number of awards to the club and to 

individuals. Most notable was the 

presentation of both a Club Excellence and a 

President Excellence Award to IPP Stephen 

Trodden. In addition I presented long service 

chevrons and most importantly, inducted 

Lion James into the Club. The sponsor of 

Lion James was Club President Ian 

Jenkinson - the 15th Member of the Club 

proposed by Lion Ian. Rory McGuire 

sponsored another new member, Lion 

Emmet is the fifth member proposed by Lion 

Rory who is one of four charter members 

still actively engaged in Lions.  

 

The club undertakes a wide range of projects 

in the community –working with all ages in 

responding to needs. The Club has placed a 

particular emphasis on Suicide awareness 

and Prevention and in the last week has 

distributed 5,000 bookmarks to homes in the 

area. They are also distributing the 

bookmark to schools, libraries and other 

public building. The leaflet provides 

information on useful contact addresses and 

phone numbers if individuals are feeling 

alone or distressed; while the other side of 

the leaflet provides information on the 

Ashbourne and District Lions Club-a 

valuable initiative building on the existing 

District Suicide Awareness Project 

 

 

 

 
John Carvill receives 30 year service pin 

from DG Frank O’Donoghue 



Thanks for ‘Yes’ 
 

Our thanks to the many Lions from all over 

the country who participated in our little 

‘Yes’ survey last week.  

The response was most encouraging and 

provided an indication of the popularity of 

the weekly District Newsletter. 

We welcome feedback from readers and 

invite comments, critiques and of course 

news items and images which should be sent 

to Frank Corr, editor at fcorr100@gmail.com 
 

 

Zoo Visit for Asylum Applicants 
 

 
 

Galway city has two centres providing 

accommodation for asylum seekers in ‘direct 

provision’. One centre houses single male 

applicants for asylum; a second centre 

provides accommodation for families and 

single parents with children. As is well 

known, the procedure for these individuals 

and families can take a number of years to 

complete. In Galway the children in direct 

provision attend local schools. 

Galway Lions Club invited the special needs 

teacher from the Claddagh National School 

to a club meeting. She outlined the problems 

encountered by children in direct provision 

attending the school. The club decided to 

explore what could be done. The aim was to 

facilitate better integration of these children 

with their peers. It was hoped that this would 

assist them to assimilate more easily into 

Galway’s community when they, and their 

parents, eventually ‘received their papers’. 

The club agreed to support two actions. The 

first was a trip to the zoo in Dublin including 

the cost of hiring a bus, the admissions cost 

to the zoo and incidentals on the journey. 

Eleven children from the Eglington House 

direct provision centre were the hosts; they 

were each asked to invite a school friend to 

join them. Two teachers took charge of the 

group of 22 pupils on the trip. It was a great 

success; the school’s DEIS funding and the 

Eglington centre provided for a picnic lunch. 

The second action was to fund the 

participation of seven of the children in 

summer camp activities in Salthill. 

The total cost to the club was €1,500. The 

club received enthusiastic feedback from the 

teacher and artistic cards of thanks from the 

children.  It was a very worthwhile ‘action’. 
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Howth/Sutton Student Walks 
 

In 2017, Howth/Sutton Lions joined up with 

Howth Peninsula Heritage Society – the 

formation of which they sponsored in 1995 – 

to develop a Heritage Walk around Howth 

for local TY students.   

 

 

 
 

 

The first walk was held in May 2017 and 

since then its popularity has grown 

significantly.  Today, four out of the five 

local secondary schools are participating and 

in the current Lionistic Yea, r well over 140 

TY students are expected to take part. 

The walk organizer, Lion Mary Ring, 

explained ‘To ensure that all participants get 

maximum educational benefit, each Walk in 

limited to 20 students plus a teacher.  We 

provide soft drinks and buns at the end of 

each walk.’ 

Responding to a request from one of the 

schools, the walk content is also being 

adapted to cater for 1st year students whose 

curriculum now includes a section on local 

history. 

Howth has a fascinating history from the 

4,000 year old dolman known as Aideen’s 

Grave, the first Viking arrival in 819, the 

founding of St Mary’s Abbey by King Sitric 

in 1042, the Anglo-Norman landing and 



battle in 1177, the history of the St Lawrence 

family, the building of Howth harbour with 

road and rail connections in the early 1800s, 

the Martello Tower built in 1804, the landing 

of rifles for the Irish Volunteers in 1914 and 

much more. 

 

Kilkenny Hamper Appeal  
 

 

Kilkenny Lions ‘Spirit of Christmas Hamper 

Appeal’,  was launched in City Hall by the 

Mayor Peter Cleere, Cathaoirleach Eamon 

Aylward, Brian Cody and Lions President 

Philip Tierney. 

 

 
 

 
 

Pictured from left are Cathaoirleach Eamon 

Aylward, Kilkenny Lions Club President 

Philip Tierney, Mayor Peter Cleere and guest 

of honour Kilkenny Hurling Manager Brian 

Cody. 

 

Cathaoirleach Eamon Aylward congratulated 

the Lions Club for the positive contribution 

they make in Kilkenny. He referred to the 

various fundraising ac-tivities by the Lions 

Club in the run up to the Christmas period, 

which includes the Hamper Appeal, Schools 

Concert, Wine Fair and the Street Collection. 

He said that over the past 15 years, over 

€600,000 has been raised by Lions and 

distributed to over 60 local organisations in 

the City and County. All of the money raised 

is distributed locally and as Cathaoirleach , 

he knows how appreciative the local 

organisations are when they receive an 

allocation from Lions. He commended 

KCLR and the ‘Kilkenny People’ for 

supporting this appeal and he also thanked 

the business community and the people of 

Kilkenny for their support over the years.  

Mayor Peter Cleere referred to the live 

auction on KCLR on the 4th, 5th and 6th 

December and the farm auction on the 29th 

November and 6th December and wished 

both auctions every success.  

Brian Cody said he was privileged to be 

involved with the Lions Christmas Hamper 

Appeal.  

Philip Tierney, president Kilkenny Lions, 

thanked everybody for coming to the launch 

of the Appeal which is now in its 27th year 

   

 

Midleton Entrepreneurship 

Show  

 

John Flynn of Midleton Lions Club was 

among the speakers at an Entrepreneurship 

award ceremony held in the Midleton 

Heritage Centre. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

He said that Midleton Lions Club was 

established in 1971 and serve the 

community. Its Lions Christmas Food 

Appeal supports SVP, the Samaritans and 

other groups. 

Every year Midleton Lions send families to 

Trabologan for respite. 

‘It’s the little things that say a lot when it 

comes to providing a duty of care. Like the 

old adage it is far more blessed to give then 

it is to receive and by serving one 

community that is what is achieved’.  

More recently Midleton Lions became 

involved in a major building project 

‘Housing for the Elderly’. The club now has 

seven fully fitted out apartments in Roxboro 

House, Bailik Road, Midleton, which was 

officially opened in 2008. Currently it has 

the option of another site in the centre of 

Midleton town and the club hopes to 

commence building soon. 

Midleton Lions are also involved in the 

successful ‘Fort 2 Fort’ cycle fundraiser for 

Ovarian Cancer Research at the Mercy 

Hospital, Cork. 

Obituary 

Albert McGonagle 

Lion Albert McGonagle died on the 

5th October after a long and brave struggle 

with cancer. Albert was a founding member 

of Fermoy Lions Club and had devoted 35 

years of dedicated service. He was president 

on a number of occasions and was a member 

who drove many projects with enthusiasm. 

He will be sadly missed by all his friends. 

Virginia to Monasterevin 

 

 

 
Members of Monasterevin Lions Club, Ann 

Dooley, Christy Herbert and Kit O'Sullivan 

welcomed Lion Beth Kelley from Greater 

Falls Run Lions Club, Virginia, USA and 

shared project ideas and experiences. It was 

a very interesting and enjoyable meeting and 

may encourage other Lions to take a leaf out 

of Beth's book and meet fellow Lions when 

on holiday.  



Kilkenny Duck Race 
 

 
Kilkenny Lions are holding a Charity Duck 

Race on Sunday 28th October. at 2pm, with 

over 500 sponsored plastic 

ducks ‘swimming’ up the River Nore  in 

Kilkenny City from Lady Desart Bridge to 

Johns Bridge. 

The race is happening during the ‘Savour 

Kilkenny’ Food Festival weekend and a 

large crowd is expected. 

The proceeds will go to The Good Shepherd 

Homeless Centre and 

Amber Women's Refuge Centre. 

 

 

Two More Conventions 
 

District 133 has now held two of the Area 

Conventions covering clubs in the North and 

West of the Country. The feedback has been 

hugely positive and attendances excellent in 

terms of Lions and Clubs represented.  The 

third of the Area Conventions is on 

Saturday, 13th October in Portaloise and the 

final Area Convention, for clubs in the South 

will be on Saturday 20th October in the 

Clayton Hotel, Lapps Quay, Cork.  
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Communicate and WIN 

 
Lions District 133 is launching new Awards 

which will recognise excellence in 

communications. 

 

The District Communications Awards will 

be presented at the District Convention in 

Kinsale. 

Awards will be presented to Lions Clubs and 

Lions in four categories: 

1. Best Website 

2. Best Social Media Presence. 

3.Club PRO of the Year 

4. 'Scribe' award for club contributions to the 

District Newsletter. 

 

To enter the Best Website category please 

send your club website url to 

fcorr100@gmail.com by 1st December 2018. 

All submitted websites will be assessed by 

the District Communications Team during 

January 2019. 

  

…AND THAT’S ALL OR THIS WEEK. 
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